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Friday Memo 
May 8, 2015 
 
Upcoming Events – Bruce Harter 
May 9:  Super Saturday, Contra Costa Community College, 9:00 AM 
May 9-10:  Spring Play, El Cerrito High, 7:00 PM 
May 11:  Technology Subcommittee, IT Center, 4:00 PM 
May 11:  Agenda Setting, Superintendent’s Office, 4:30 PM 
May 11:  District LCAP Committee, Kennedy Library, 6:30 PM 
May 12:  Facilities Subcommittee, FOC, 4:00 PM 
May 12:  Academic Subcommittee, DeAnza Library, 6:30 PM 
May 12:  Richmond Area Band Festival, Helms, 6:30 PM 
May 13:  Linked Learning Academy Awards, El Cerrito Theater, 5:30 PM 
May 13:  Pinole Middle Band Festival, Pinole Middle School, 7:00 PM 
May 14:  Hercules Band Festival, Hercules Middle School Cafeteria, 7:30 PM 
May 15-16:  Spring Dance Concert, El Cerrito Theater, 7:00 PM 
May 16:  Decision Day Celebration, El Cerrito High, 10:00 AM 
 
Response Letter – Bruce Harter 
Enclosed please see the response letter to Dr. Alleyne’s inquire about parcel tax expenditures. 
 
Assessment Brief – Nicole Joyner 
Attached you will find the 2015 May/June Assessment Brief.  The purpose of the brief is to keep 
staff informed of upcoming key assessment dates and to highlight important announcements.  
The Brief will also be posted to the Assessment Website under Assessment Updates. 
 
Multitiered System of Supports (MTSS) – Steve Collins 
The California Department of Education supports the use of evidence-based practices and 
specific research-proven approaches for organizing educational systems and instruction.  The 
Multitiered System of Support (MTSS) provides the overall organizing structure, which is 
enhanced at the student level by Response to Intervention (RtI) and Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL). 
 
As I mentioned at Wednesday night’s Board Meeting, attached you will find the pamphlet the 
California Department of Education, Special Education Division has distributed explaining 
MTSS. 
 
Summer Food Service Program - Barbara Jellison 
West Contra Costa Unified School District (WCCUSD) is working to make sure that no children in 
West Contra Costa County go hungry when school is closed this summer.  Over 20,000 children in 
West Contra Costa County receive free or reduced-price meals during the school year, but many of 
these children do not get enough to eat when school is out.  The WCCUSD Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP), which begins Monday, June 8, 2015, will have approximately 70 community and 
school sites that will ensure that low-income children continue to grow and learn during the 
summer.  The Summer Food Service Program, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
is the largest federal resource available for local programs that combine mealtime with recreational 
and educational activities.   For the location of the nearest site go to the Food Services website 
under Summer Feeding, Sites, Dates and Times. 
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Water conservation strategy for WCCUSD- Vince Meyer 
East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD) has declared a Stage 4 critical drought and set a 
community-wide goal to reduce water use by 20% of 2013 usage.  West Contra Costa Unified 
School District’s average water consumption is approximately 10.3 gallons/ day/ student.  The 
District is participating in the mandatory water reductions using the following strategies: 
 

• Promoting water conservation stewardship amongst our students, faculty and staff. 
• Strict limits on frequency: water no more than two non-consecutive days per week before 

9 a.m. and after 6 p.m. with no runoff. 
• Watering frequency reduced from 3 to 2 times per week on sports fields.  This will allow 

the District to maintain athletic playability and community facility use. 
• Watering frequency reduced from 3 to 1 time per week on ornamental lawns. 
• Watering frequency reduced to an as-needed basis for shrubs and trees. 
• No watering allowed within 48 hours of measurable rainfall. 
• No washing of driveways and sidewalks; except as needed for health and safety. 
• Identification of broken and or leaking water fixtures; sinks, toilets, etc. and repairing 

them quickly. 
• Installation of low flow aerators in faucets supplied by EBMUD 
• Facilities planning to utilize the latest industry practices in low water consumption 

equipment and facility design. 
• School sites are being requested to contact Maintenance (620-2159) or create a work 

order to address leaks promptly. 
• The district website will have contact information for community members to report 

water issues/concerns. 
 

The District is closely monitoring water consumption to confirm that strategy aligns with the 
mandatory water reductions.  With the aforementioned strategy already implemented, the District 
is well on its way to meeting the mandatory requirements without negatively affecting classroom 
instruction and/or facility use. 
 
2013-14 Graduation Rates Released – Nicole Joyner 
The California Department of Education (CDE) released statewide graduation rates for the class 
of 2013-2014 cohort last week. Graduation rates increased at six of the seven district high 
schools for which a graduation rate is calculated, while the seventh remained steady.  De Anza 
High School achieved a 4.8 percent graduation rate increase for 2013-2014 over 2012-2013, 
while the State of California as a whole increased high school graduation rates by 0.4 percent.  
The following three tables provide an overview of WCCUSD’s graduation rates.  Graduation, 
dropout, and A-G completion rates were used as indicators to determine school progress.   
Rates were calculated by CDE based on four-year cohort information using the state's California 
Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS).  The term “cohort” indicates that 
the same groups of students were followed for four years in this data collection. 
 
A-G completion rates are included in tables 2 and 3, and measure student completion of the 
established minimum freshman eligibility requirements for entrance into UC and CSU systems. 
These requirements include completion of 15 year-long college preparatory courses.  Completion 
of this course sequence is used as a proxy for college and career preparedness.  
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Table 1: Shows 2013-2104 WCCUSD graduation rates, drop-out rates, and A-G completion 
rates by school.  El Cerrito (54.6%), Hercules (53.9 %), and Middle College (92 %) surpassed 
the State average (41.9%) in rate of students completing A-G requirements.  
Table 2: Compares graduation rates for 2013-14 with 2012-13 across the seven high schools for 
which graduation rates are calculated.  
Table 3: Compares WCCUSD’s performance with 16 other large districts in the State of 
California, and provides the State of California average. 
 
Table 1  
WCCUSD Grad Rate, Drop Out Rate, and A –G Completion Rates for 2013-14 by School 

School Cohort Grad Rate Cohort Drop Out Rate A –G Completion Rates 
De Anza 82.1% 7.7% 38.3% 
El Cerrito 90.7% 9.3% 54.6% 
Hercules 98.0% 1.6% 53.9% 
Kennedy 64.6% 33.1% 28.5% 
Middle College 100% 0% 92.0% 
Pinole Valley 94.4% 4.1% 28.6% 
Richmond 88.8% 8.6% 38.9% 
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*The CDE does not calculate graduation rates for Gompers, North Campus or Vista high 
schools, instead assigning them the District’s overall graduation rate. 
Table 3 
Selected Districts: 2013-14 Graduation, Drop Out Rate, and A –G Completion Rates  

District  Grad Rate Drop Out Rate A –G Completion Rates  
Antioch Unified 77.4% 11.6% 32.4% 
Compton Unified 60.2 % 32.2% 23.3% 
Fresno Unified 79.3% 14% 45.3% 
Hayward Unified 79.6% 14.8% 45.9% 
Inglewood Unified 72.4% 24.2% 30.9% 
Los Angeles Unified 70.4% 17.0% 46.1% 
Montebello Unified 87.2% 6% 27.6% 
Mount Diablo 85.1% 10.2% 29.4% 
Oakland Unified 60.5% 24.1% 49.1% 
Pittsburg Unified 74.5% 20.2% 24.6% 
Riverside Unified 87.3% 6.5% 41.0% 
Sacramento City Unified 85.1% 5.3% 44.6% 
San Francisco Unified 79.9% 11.9% 56.9% 
San Jose Unified 85.6% 7.4% 47.8% 
Stockton Unified 75.8% 18.2% 9.9% 
Vallejo City Unified 72.0% 21.2% 30.7% 
WCCUSD 77.7% 14.6% 42.1% 
STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA 
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Adult Education – Sheri Gamba and Wendell Greer 
A number of concerns were raised at the April 30, 2015 Community Budget Advisory 
Committee by teachers from the Adult Education department.  The same teachers, along with 
some of their students, addressed the Board regarding some of the same concerns at the May 6 
Board Meeting. 
 
Adult Education, as a State program, is going through a period of transition.  You may recall that 
during the Great Recession Adult Education was placed on the “Tier III” cut list by the State.  
This meant that school districts throughout California were faced with a decision on whether or 
not to continue to fund Adult Education or to close the program and use the funds for K-12 
education.  
 
The West Contra Costa Board chose a middle path.  The District kept Adult Education but 
required the program to make cuts (at the same time the K-12 programs were making cuts).  
Since that time the Board has stayed the course.  The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) 
eliminated the Adult Education funding stream and in order to keep Adult Education the Board 
funded it through the general fund. 
 
Starting in 2015-16 the State is moving toward a new funding model.  The Adult Education 
department is participating in the regional consortium for a new block grant.  The funding 
amount for each district is unknown, but presumed to be the lesser of the 2012-13 expenses or 
State apportionment exhibit for 2012-13.  With that assumption the funding for Adult Education 
would be an estimated $2.9 million.  The grant information has not yet been announced, but the 
district hopes to receive more information during the May Revise.  
 
The budget process is moving forward assuming that there will be a block grant.  Aides and 
babysitters are in the budget for 2015-16 to support ESL classes.  The Adult Education fund is 
“Fund 11” in the districts records.  It is shown in every budget and financial report that is 
submitted to the County and State.  
 
The new State grant will likely come with program parameters that the Adult Education program 
will need to implement.  In addition, the Adult Education program is in the process of re-forming 
in light of the Fiscal Crisis Management Team Audit that was presented during the 2013-14 
school year.  Changes are being made in the program, fiscal and human resources management 
in accordance with the findings in that audit.  
 
In terms of the location of the Adult Education Program, I encourage the Board to review the 
latest Adult Education program brochure.  Please note that programs are held in a variety of 
facilities district wide, including the main campuses of Serra and Alvarado.  The Alvarado 
school campus has always served a dual purpose that included use for district wide professional 
development and meetings.  Students can register at special kiosks at the Alvarado school.  The 
Adult Education program has and continues to monitor the need and demand for various classes 
and works toward placing them throughout the community.    
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Update on Agenda Online – Marcus Walton  
Last week, staff requested that Board members determine which device they would like to use in 
order to access Agenda Online.  After further discussions, it has been determined that a standard 
device would be the best option to ensure compatibility and a consistent standard for support. 
Board members will be provided a Dell laptop with all of the necessary software and accessories 
to access Agenda Online and utilize the device for District business. 
 
We plan on having the devices available to you by Wednesday, May 20.  
 
If you need training or support on the use of the laptops, please inform Debbie Haynie.  Training 
of Board members on the Agenda Online software is tentatively scheduled for the week of May 
26. 
 
Public Records Log – Marcus Walton 
Included in this week’s memo is the log of public records requests received by the district.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
 











Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

June 2015 

Please contact the Assessment Department with any questions (510.307.4515). Thank you! 

CAASPP /SBAC Information 

School staff  are not allowed to look at the testing content or 
assist students in answering questions. Please encourage stu-
dents to do their best.  

ASSESSMENT BRIEF 
May/June 2015 (Revised) PLEASE POST 

KEY DATES 

May 1-14 CAASPP Paper-Pencil Testing 

May 1– 29 CAASPP  SBAC Administration (Computer-based) 

May 4-15 AP Exam Administration Window (HS) 

May 5 CAHSEE Warehouse Delivery May materials 

May 12-13 May CAHSEE Administration (Grade 12) 

May 14 CAHSEE Materials Warehouse Pickup (HS) 

May 14 CAASPP Paper-Base Window Closes (All) 

May 18-19 CAASPP Materials Warehouse Pickup (All) 

May 18-29 Senior Survey (Grades 12) 

May 18-29  Student Satisfaction Survey (Grades 4, 6, 8) 

May 18-29 Staff Satisfaction Survey (All Staff) 

May 20-22 AP Exam Late Testing (HS) 

May 29 SBAC Computer-based Window Closes 

June 13 ACT Administration (ECHS only) 

Reminder Benchmark Dates 

May 1-29 STAR Reading (6-8) 

May 6-29 Science Benchmark 2 (Gr. 7-8) 

May 6-June 4       Early Lit (K-2) STAR Reading (2-6) 

May 11-22            SRI Read 180 (6-12) 

May 18-June 5    Math Benchmark 3  (Gr. K-6) 

May 18-June 5 Math Benchmark 3 (Gr. 6)  (Hercules, Mira Vista, Stew) 

May 18-June 5    Math:  HS Alg l,  Geom, Alg ll Benchmark 3 

May 18-June 5  Math: MS Benchmark 3  

May 26-June 5    Writing Benchmark 3 

May 26-June 5    ELD Benchmark 3 (Writing Section Only) 

End dates reflect “scan “ by dates. 

SBAC Online Reminders! 

Please ensure that all students have completed testing and 
make-ups by June 3. The entire state window will close by this 
date. 

AP Online Results 

Please do not forget to remind students they can access their 
AP scores online in July!  

All students must have an online College Board account to ac-
cess their scores. Students will be able to view and download 
their cumulative Score Report, which will contain their 2015 AP 
scores, plus any previous years’ AP scores.  

Student and Staff Satisfaction Surveys! 

Our Local Control Accountability Plan requires student and staff 
surveys, in order to gauge satisfaction. 

Students in grades 4, 6, and 8 will take the online survey during 
the survey window: May 18-May 29 

All Classified and Certificated staff will take the online survey 
during the survey window: May 18-May 29 

CAHSEE Results 

The March CAHSEE results are expected to arrive in the district 

by the second week in May. 
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Public Records Request Log 2014-2015 
Week Ending May 7, 2015 

 
 

 Date of 
Receipt Requestor Requested Records/Information Current Status 

21 
 

8/14/14 Theresa Harrington All email or correspondence regarding bond 
refinancing between Jan. 1, 2009 and present 

14 Day Extension 
Email sent – 8/21/2014 
 
On Hold / Pending Legal Review 

87 11/18/14 Fatima Alleyne Washington School Budget / SSC 
SY 2009 -to- 2013 

4/3/2015-Contacted Requestor to 
review documents 
 
No response from Requestor 

89 11/18/14 Anton Jungherr Access to review all CBOC files from 2001 to 
10/31/2014 

Requestor contacted to make apt. to 
review files 

143 1/15/15 Ron Beller 
Caliber Schools 

Caliber Schools-Beta Academy Information 3/13/2015-Letter sent requesting fees 
No response from Requestor  
 
5/7/2015- Follow-up letter sent 
 
Extension Invoked  
Reviewing remaining Documents 

170 2/26/15 Mike Razavi Pinole Valley High School- Construction 
Documents from January, 1965 through 
December, 1970 

3/31/2015-Email sent requesting fees 
No response from Requestor 
 
5/7/2015- Follow-up email sent 

176 3/23/15 Michael Strub Jr. 
Irell & Manella LLP 

CA Healthy Kids Survey / CA School Climate 
Survey / CA Student Survey / LCAP / Student 
Information / Suspensions / Expulsions / 
Employment Information  

In Progress 
Acknowledgement letter sent 
 
Extension Invoked 

182 
 

4/10/15 Derek Miles 
Northern CA Fire Prot. 

Nystrom Elementary School Project In Progress  
Reviewing Documents 

187 
 

4/28/15 Eric Chung 
SmartProcure 

Electronic records of purchases made by 
WCCUSD from 2010 to present 

In Progress 
Gathering Documents 

188 5/5/15 Kristen O’Neill 
Data Research Partners 

WCCUSD listing of all employees’ positions, 
titles, email address and site location 

5/6/15 Letter Sent 
COMPLETED 

189 5/6/15 Steve Chamberlin WCCUSD listing of firms that have submitted 
qualifications for long range facilities master 
plan services 

5/7/15 Sent via email 
COMPLETED 
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